Complications of glaucoma drainage implant surgery.
Glaucoma drainage implants play an important role in the management of refractory glaucoma. It may be considered as a primary procedure in eyes with severe scarring of the conjunctiva and the limbus, neovascularization, multiple previous, failed filtering procedures, and severely glaucomatous eyes for which corneal graft is planned. Recommendations have been made regarding improving the biocompatibility of the materials used in the manufacture of these implants. The current state of development of glaucoma drainage implants is likened to that of intraocular lenses in the 1970s. Further development of devices and techniques will only serve to improve our armamentarium and success against glaucoma, specifically refractory glaucoma. Glaucoma posterior tube shunts have proved to be safe, with the majority of complications either nonsight-threatening, spontaneously resolving, or reversible. Considered primarily in the most severe cases of refractory glaucoma, it has otherwise changed the outlook for such patients.